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I. The Journey to Jerusalem 

Jesus steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem: that’s how our Gospel lesson begins. This 
wasn’t just another trip—this Jerusalem journey would take Him to the cross. True to His nature, 

Jesus did not turn in on Himself as death drew near; rather, He sent messengers into the villages 
along the way to prepare them for Him, so that they might believe in Him and be saved. One 

village would have nothing of Him. They turned His messengers away, rejecting grace and life 
and salvation. This doesn’t mean the villagers blocked the gates and drew swords. It could have 

been that they were so busy chasing personal wealth that they just didn’t have the time to worry 

about their eternal wellbeing, or that the local baseball team had reached the post-season. It 
may have been that the village was full of coffee shops of academics who had smarted 

themselves out of believing in God. We simply don’t know why they didn’t want the Lord of life to 
save them, but they didn’t.  

 

James and John had a plan for this tough-to-evangelize crew: “Lord, do You want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?” If they weren’t 

going to believe in the Lord of life, then James and John figured it best to hasten their death. But 
Jesus rebuked them: “You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. For the Son of Man did 

not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” Jesus wasn’t a bloodthirsty tyrant, forcing 
people to convert or die. He was there to give them life. He was there to give them forgiveness 

and faith and salvation. He was there to set free—not to enslave. The disciples were never to 

force someone to follow Jesus. Rather, they were to speak His Word—His life-giving Gospel. The 
Holy Spirit would take things from there. 

 
So the journey continued. Others approached Jesus, but there was a different problem here: 

they wanted to follow Jesus, as long as Jesus fit into their ideas. We hear of three in our text. 

The first wanted to follow Jesus, convinced that Jesus was only going to grow in prestige and 
popularity, and he wanted a piece of the power-pie; thus Jesus made clear that to follow Him 

was to go to the cross, not to a palace. The second spoke of burying his father, a way of saying 
that he would follow Jesus as long as the Lord was willing to accept second place to his dad; 

Jesus told him this was unacceptable, because it made family into a god. The man’s father wasn’t 

on the journey to Jerusalem to die for his sins, but Jesus was—for the man and for his father. 
Like the second, the third wanted to put his household above Jesus; so Jesus issued much the 

same warning as the previous one: if the man put his family before Jesus, all would be lost. On 
the other hand, if he trusted in Jesus, he could follow the Savior—and even stay with his family 

while doing so. 
 

And so the journey to Jerusalem continued. We don’t know how each of these men 

responded to Jesus—we don’t know if they walked away or heeded His words. But we know 
enough to make some applications for today. 

 
II. Evangelism 

Welcome to the world of evangelism—of telling people the Good News that Jesus has died 

for them. As Christians, you and I have the great privilege and honor of speaking the Gospel—to 
each other and to all who will hear. We’re set free from sin to do so; and as people hear the 

Word about Jesus, the Holy Spirit is at work to give them forgiveness, life and salvation. 
It’s the Lord who does the saving, by means of His Word. You and I are just mouths. We’re just 

tools in the hands of the Maker. He’s the One who does the work of saving, of calling people to 
follow Him by His grace. 



 

Our text highlights two great temptations when it comes to evangelism. The first is illustrated 
by the Samaritan village. The lesson we learn is this: you cannot make anyone believe. It is only 

given you to tell about Jesus—you have the privilege of planting seeds, but the Lord does the 
harvesting. This means that you can’t argue someone into believing. You can’t entice someone 

into believing. You can’t convert anyone by being culturally-hip enough. The Holy Spirit does the 

saving, when and where He pleases. You and I simply have the pleasure of saying what Jesus 
has done—and because there’s no greater gift than eternal life, why would we not say it? 

 
This is a dangerous temptation today. Many pound their pulpits and say that the church must 

adopt new methods of evangelism if the people around them don’t believe. But what if that 
congregation has been placed for the moment in the Samaritan village of our text? When those 

people rejected Jesus’ messengers, He didn’t tell the disciples that they had failed or that they 

must become more Samaritanish: He told them to be faithful to the Son of Man who came to 
save. So, dear friends, be faithful. Trust that it is the Lord who does the saving by His Word, and 

rejoice that He does so. Repent of believing that you and I convert people by our efforts, and 
continue to proclaim His Word. Repent of being tired of being faithful, and rejoice in the Lord’s 

faithfulness to you. 

 
We must add, too: repent of your failures to learn, know and speak His Word. Too often, we 

fail to speak when the opportunity arises. That silence is the work of our sinful flesh that desires 
death. Make the effort, too, to show the hospitality that befits Christians: if, for instance, you see 

someone here that you do not know, introduce yourself. You may gain the friendship of a 
member you didn’t know before. You may be the first to meet a future member, if the Lord so 

wills. But always remember—the Word does the work. 

 
The second temptation goes with the first, and it’s illustrated by the three would-be 

followers. Following Jesus means following His Word—both His Law and His Gospel. The three 
wanted to follow Jesus, as long as He allowed their modifications. Again, this is a dangerous 

temptation when it comes to evangelism, for many maintain that we must allow this or that sin, 

or give up this or that doctrine, in order to bring people into the Church. Our epistle had a long 
list of sins that remain popular today, including sins of immorality, selfish ambitions, grudges, 

false teachings, revelries and more. St. Paul doesn’t say, “You can still have these, as long as you 
believe in Jesus.” He says, “those who practice such things will not enter the kingdom of God.”  

 

Dear friends, this is a great danger now. One example: it’s all too common for a couple to 
engage in sexual immorality these days, and to believe that it doesn’t affect their faith. It does—

it destroys it, but they can easily find a congregation that has abandoned God’s Word and 
approves of them, so they don’t know that they’ve died. Furthermore, they endanger the faith of 

their parents; who, rather than say, “My child has left the Lord,” will be severely tempted to say, 
“This immorality is okay with Jesus, and I won’t put up with a pastor or church that says 

otherwise.” Thus generations are lost. Furthermore, the trouble will only grow. In Europe 

already, pastors are persecuted—by their churches or by the government—for preaching against 
immorality. It’s okay to talk about Jesus, as long as you don’t condemn sin. This is another way 

of saying, “It’s okay to talk about freedom, as long as you’re not free.”  
 

But we come back to Jesus’ words: “The Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but 

to save them.” These sins destroy lives forever—that’s why we speak against them. That is why 
we repent when we fail to lovingly warn of such sins. And that’s why, finally, you return to this 

news of the Son of Man. Jesus completed the journey to Jerusalem and went to the cross, for 
that is why He came. Even now the Son of Man comes to save you. He visits you by His Word, 

renewing your Baptism and cleansing you of all your sin. He gives you His body and blood this 



day, to strengthen your faith. To give you salvation. To hold you close once again and declare 

that no matter what your eyes see, you are His because He has brought you to Himself.  
 

Whatever your eyes see, you are His. In matters of evangelism and all else, treasure that 
news. The devil will do his best to discourage you, but you have God’s Word that He will save all 

who will believe in Him. He will not forget a one. He will not forget you, for the Son of Man came 

to save you and declares it to you today: you are forgiven for all of your sins. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen  
 

 


